PERFUMES  AND   THEIR   PREPARATION.
preserve the delicate orris odor and which are valuable fixatives
in violet compositions.
OIL OF SANDALWOOD.
The distillation of the tropical wood known as santal yields an
oil of an aromatic, spicy odor which has a wide use in perfumes,
particularly in the scenting of soap rather than in extracts and
toilet waters. There are two important varieties of this oil, the
East Indian and the West Indian, the former being the more
expensive and of a better quality. Sandalwood oil distilled in
England has the highest reputation for quality and freedom from
adulteration, but the larger proportion is probably distilled nearer
its origin.
OIL OF SWEET BAY (LAUREL) (OLEUM LAURI)
*
is green and usually mixed with the fixed oil of the same plant.
It finds more frequent application in the manufacture of liqueurs
than in perfumery; but as it has a pleasant odor it might well be
used for cheap perfumes. But in that event it must be freed
from the fixed oil by distillation.
OIL OF MAGNOLIA,
likewise, has not yet been prepared as such. The remarks made
above, under the head of oils of lily and wallflower apply also
to this odor. The so-called magnolia perfumes are mixtures of
different odors.
OIL OF MARJORAM (OLEUM MAJORAN^E)
Oil of marjoram, which is obtained by distillation from the
dried herb, has a strong aromatic odor. It is mentioned as hav-
ing often been used in perfumery for scenting soap instead
of oil of thyme, whose odor, moreover, is very similar to that